CLEARWATER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 28, 2026

Call to Order: 6:00 p.m. at City Hall

Mayor Lawrence called the Clearwater City Council to order Tuesday, July 28, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers. Members present were Mayor Lawrence, Council Members Crandall and Everett.
Members Schwinghammer and Senn were absent. Also present was City Administrator Smythe and
Fire Chief Keller.

Consider Location Change — Special Event Permit

Smythe explained the request from the Heritage Festival to move the fireworks location from El
Dorado Park to one of two proposed sites on the north side of 194.

Members asked for reasons given for the requested move. Smythe stated that the organization had
lost sponsors and was planning a smaller fireworks display that would not be as easily visible to people
on the north side of the highway if it was held at El Dorado Park.

Members asked about drought conditions and if the Fire Chief had approved the display.

Fire Chief Keller informed the City Council that he had not yet approved the proposed fireworks
display, as he was waiting to see if dry conditions improved closer to the event. He stated that he had
visited the proposed alternate sites and had significant fire concerns about those locations. He noted
that the new locations had very long grass in dry locations, which created a higher risk of grass fires.
He noted that our area has already had grass fires in the last few weeks in areas with similar
vegetation. He contrasted that with El Dorado Park, which is regularly mowed and has an irrigation
system, keeping more moisture in the area. While he has concerns right now about both locations, he
stated staying at El Dorado Park would present a lower fire risk.

MOTION by Crandall to decline the request to change locations per the Fire Chief’s concerns, seconded
by Lawrence, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

Consider Fee Waiver

— Members discussed the fee waiver request, noting precedent of waiving fees for non-profits. They
also cited not wanting to add to the financial difficulties of the Heritage Festival who are already
short of sponsors for an event that is free to the public/residents.

— MOTION by Lawrence to waive special meeting fee of $600, seconded by Everett, all voted aye.
MOTION CARRIED 3-0.

. Adjournment

MOTION to adjourn by Crandall, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m.

ATTEST APPROVED

Annita M. Smythe, City Administrator Andrea Lawrence Wheeler, Mayor



