
 

 

 
 

CLEARWATER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 13, 2026 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 

 Mayor Pro Tem Crandall called the Clearwater City Council to order Monday, July 13, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Council Chambers. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present were Council 
Members Schwinghammer, Crandall, Senn, and Everett. Mayor Lawrence was absent. Also present 
were members of the public, staff, and guests. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 

 MOTION by Senn to approve Agenda as presented, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 
 

3. Wright County Sheriff’s Report (out of order) 

 Deputy Miré gave the monthly sheriff’s report. He stated their office continues to get complaints about 
juveniles on e-bikes. They have stopped and warned several individuals about riding these on public 
roadways. 

 Member Everett asked about a report of a submerged vehicle. Deputy Miré did not have information 
about this incident. Member Schwinghammer asked about reports of an ATV being used on the splash 
pad. Miré stated they are aware of the incident but have not located the offender. His office is aware 
that ATVs are not allowed in the city park and will cite as appropriate if they can catch the offender. 

 
4. Public Forum 

a. Flag Petition – Lindsey Luhmann 

  Jenny Davis attended on behalf of Lindsey Luhmann. Ms. Davis read aloud the language from a 
petition offered by Ms. Luhmann regarding the Minnesota flag. Signers of the petition want the 
city to continue flying the 1983 Minnesota flag instead of or alongside the newly adopted 
Minnesota flag. 

  Members explained the action taken to date regarding flags and took this item under advisement. 
When asked if the city would accept flag donations, Members appeared to be open to this 
suggestion for Veterans Memorial Park once city stock was exhausted. Donors would need to go 
through the normal process for donations to the city. 
 

5. Consent Agenda 
a. Claims/Accounts Payable in the Amount of $ 522,181.27 
b. Approval of Minutes from 06-08-2026 Regular City Council Meeting 
c. Approval of Minutes from 06-11-2026 Special City Council Workshop Meeting 
d. Res 2026-37 – Approving Special Event Permit – Flashing Thunder 
e. Res 2026-38 – Approving Special Event Permit – Legion Riders 
f. Res 2026-39 – Approving Temporary Gambling Permit – Albany Women of Today 
g. Res 2026-40 – Approving Temporary Liquor License – Blacklist Brewing 
h. Q1-2026 Financial Report 

 MOTION by Senn to approve Consent Agenda as presented, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 
 

6. Old Business 



 

 

a. Ord 2026-08 – Amending Traffic Ordinance 

 Engineer Kannas gave an overview of the need for the amended traffic ordinance, which restricts 
parking on CSAH 7 due to there being less room for parking on this roadway as a result of the 
upcoming roundabout project. 

 MOTION by Everett to approve Ordinance 2026-08, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

b. Ord 2026-09 – Amending Fee Schedule 

 Smythe explained that this amendment addresses fees for the new Peddlers ordinance adopted at 
the last meeting. It also addresses an issue related to plan review fees for cancelled building 
permits. 

 MOTION by Schwinghammer to approve Ordinance 2026-09, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 
 

7. New Business 
a. Consider Purchase of BS&A Module 

 Smythe explained the staff’s request to remove the Community Development module from BS&A 
software and replace it with the Accounts Receivable. 

 MOTION by Schwinghammer to approve contract for new module, seconded by Everett, all voted 
aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

b. Consider Reducing Letter of Credit 

 Kannas explained that Central Minnesota Cold Storage has completed all requirements and 
submitted their warranty bond. Staff are recommending the Letter of Credit be reduced to the 
minimum contract amount of $25,000 until the expiration date of April 30, 2027. 

 MOTION to approve by Everett, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 
4-0.  

c. Consider Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) – Voter Funds 

 Smythe outlined the purpose of the proposed MOU which would direct election funds from the 
state to be allocated to Wright County to cover election costs and remove the city’s requirement 
to account for the use of the funds. The city’s allocation of funds for 2025 was approximately $500. 

 Members discussed the proposal. While acknowledging that the county’s costs exceed the city’s 
allocation of funds, Members expressed concern that conditions could change in the future. They 
asked staff to check into the option to limit the term of the agreement. 

 MOTION TO TABLE by Schwinghammer, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 
d. Consider Proposal to Replace Copier 

 Smythe explained the state bid proposal to replace the existing copier. Members discussed pros 
and cons of purchasing or leasing. 

 MOTION by Senn to authorize purchase of new copier, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

e. Consider Adding Definition to Personnel Policy 

 Smythe explained the personnel policy proposed change, which adds a definition to limit remote 
work locations to locations within the state of Minnesota. 

 MOTION to approve by Crandall, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 
 
8. Committee Reports 

a. Mayor and Council (out of order) 

 Member Everett reported that State Senator Holstrom made statements at the Wright County 
Mayors’ Association meeting that he preferred PFA and other designated funding sources over 



 

 

bonding requests/earmarks. She was unsure how this might impact our pursuit of funding for the 
proposed roundabout at CSAH 75 as part of the TH 24 Corridor Project. 

b. Boards 

 EDA – Did not meet. 

 Planning Commission – Did not meet. 

 Sewer Authority – Did not meet. 

 Fire Commission – Did not meet. 

 Fire Relief Board – Amended the by-laws so that city elected or appointed members are no longer 
required on the Board. This is a result of moving the pension fund to the state. They also discussed 
holding a pancake breakfast on August 8, 2026. 

 Park Commission – Had the following items: 

 Authorized removing the handle cranks from the basketball hoops at Spring Street Park 
due to vandals. 

 Discussed Depot Park design elements and budget. Asked the city council to authorize a 
specific budget amount for this park’s construction. 

MOTION by Schwinghammer to authorize use of the full $60,000 granted by Lake 
Central Bank for the Depot Park Construction, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. 
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 Discussed plans for the Local Option Sales Tax extension. 

 Discussed the proposed rugby pavilion at El Dorado Park. 

 Reviewed quotes for painting the new splash pad. After review, recommended not 
painting the splash pad but sealing it instead. 

MOTION by Senn to approve sealing splash pad instead of painting, seconded by 
Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 Noted there is a planned ribbon-cutting for opening the splash pad on August 6 prior to 
the Music in the Park and Heritage Festival coronation. 

c. Staff 

 Smythe reported on the following: 

 Reviewed the splash pad’s soft opening on July 3 and updated that it has had heavy usage. Staff 
have a few small punch list items for the contractor to address. 

 Updated that the city phones are finally able to receive incoming calls. The contractor is still 
working on some things that still don’t work. Members asked if we should do an RFP for a new 
provider. Smythe noted that we are under contract until next spring. 

 Informed Members that the filing period for City Council opens tomorrow and runs until July 
28, 2026. 

 Reported that there was an issue at the Lions Pavilion over the weekend with a circuit-breaker 
that may have resulted in a renter without air conditioning. Staff are investigating to confirm. 
 MOTION by Everett to refund full rental fee if there was no air conditioning, seconded 
 by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 Member Crandall asked if a digital scoreboard donation for Sportsman’s Park had been turned 
down by the city. Smythe was unaware of such a donation. She noted that staff had checked into 
purchasing a digital scoreboard at the request of the ball team but that the cost was several 
thousand dollars. The city has not received a donation outside of the existing scoreboard that was 
installed. 

 
9. Other Business 

a. Next Regular Meeting – August 10, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Next regular meeting date/time confirmed. 



 

 

 
10. Adjournment 

 MOTION to adjourn by Senn, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 
 

ATTEST        APPROVED 
 
___________________________________   ____________________________________ 
Annita M. Smythe, City Administrator   Andrea Lawrence Wheeler, Mayor 


