CLEARWATER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING
JUNE 11, 2026

. Call to Order: 5:30 p.m. at City Hall

Mayor Lawrence called the Clearwater City Council to order Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 5:43 p.m. in
the Council Chambers. Members present were Mayor Lawrence, Council Members Schwinghammer,
Crandall, and Everett. Member Senn was absent. Also present was State Senator Michael Holmstrom,
State Representative Joe McDonald, and City Administrator Smythe.

. Welcome Special Guests

State Senator Michael Holmstrom
State Representative Joe McDonald

City Council conducted introductions and welcomed guests from the state legislature.

. Discussion of Capital Project Proposals

a.

CSAH 75 Roundabout (TH 24 Corridor Project)

Members discussed the three phases of the TH 24 Corridor Project, the funding and construction
timeline for the bridge interchange and the CSAH 7 roundabout, and the continued need for
support and funding for the CSAH 75 intersection.

Legislators had questions about the planned design of CSAH 75 and concerns about local
businesses. They also expressed concern about a future traffic bottleneck once the other two
phases are completed and agreed that this phase needed to be completed as well. They had
suggestions for possible sources of funding, including Corridors of Commerce or Transportation
funds, and asked that the city continue to keep communication lines with them open on this topic.

Extension of Local Option Sales Tax

Members outlined the request to extend the city’s local option sales tax for the purpose of building
a community center. Staff shared draft design plans and outlined the projects completed to date
with the existing sales tax that expires in 2028. Members also noted that the city owns land along
Huber Ave which was purchased for a future community center.

Legislators expressed support, highlighting a need for regional amenities south of 194. They urged
continued communication with the public to determine if the support is there to pass a
referendum on this issue. Representative McDonald suggested that Smythe reach out to his office
closer to year end to discuss submittal plans.

Facility Plan — Fire Hall Expansion

Members discussed the city’s facility needs related to growth over the last 20 years, highlighting
the fire hall’s lack of space and amenities. They noted that there are fire vehicles parked outside
due to the lack of space in the current facility. After reviewing options, the city determined that
expansion of the existing facility could be a less expensive option which would be feasible if city
hall offices were moved to another location. Members asked if there would be legislative support
if needed through state bonding.

Legislators noted that bonding support has been lacking at the state for fire hall facilities. They are
working to expand the sales tax exemption, which would help with construction costs. They agreed
that rehabilitation of an existing facility would be preferred over new construction and suggested
other possible sources of funding at the federal level for these types of projects.



4. Adjournment

— MOTION to adjourn by Lawrence, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED 4-
0.

— Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
— Ashort tour of the fire hall was conducted following the meeting.
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