CLEARWATER PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MAY 18, 2026

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: 7:00 p.m.

Chair Everett called the Clearwater Planning Commission meeting to order Monday, May 18,
2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members
present were Everett, Schwinghammer, Scott, and Thomes. A quorum was present. Other
attendees included City Administrator Annita Smythe and Community Development Specialist
Kimberlie Gramsey.

. Approval of Agenda
MOTION by Schwinghammer to approve Agenda as presented, seconded by Thomes, all voted aye.
MOTION CARRIED.

. Approval of Minutes from February 17, 2026 Regular Meeting
MOTION by Scott to approve Minutes from February 17, 2026 as presented, seconded by
Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

. City Code Text Amendment for Cannabis

a. Staff Overview

— Gramsey stated the amendment would update the City Code to reduce the required
separation distance from 500 feet to 400 feet. The amendment specifies that no cannabis
delivery business, cannabis lounge, or cannabis or hemp retailer may operate on any parcel
located within 400 feet of a parcel containing a daycare, park feature, or residential treatment
facility.

— Smythe stated the current code setback requirements were adopted from Minnesota statutes,
but the city can be less restrictive. Smythe noted that the proximity of the commercial zone to
residential areas, combined with the required buffer zone, is limiting or eliminating available
locations for eligible businesses.

— Smythe noted that according to the City Attorney, the city may adopt a lesser distance if it
wishes to allow additional eligible businesses to operate within the community.

b. Public Hearing

— Chair Everett opened the public hearing at 7:06 p.m.

— No one from the public was present and no concerns were raised prior to the meeting.

— Public hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m.

¢. Commissioner Discussion

— Scott stated he would like businesses to have the opportunity to apply and operate within the
city if they are interested.

— Thomes stated she would like to support local businesses that are interested in selling
cannabis related products and emphasized the importance of keeping the associated tax base
within the community.

— Schwinghammer questioned Wright County zoning regulations.

— Smythe stated Wright County has their own zoning requirements, but it does not apply to city
limits. The city retains zoning authority, and Wright County handles the licensing registration.

d. Consider Recommendation for Ordinance 2026-05



MOTION by Thomes recommending approval of Ordinance 2026-05, seconded by Everett, all
voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

5. Discussion — Proposed Ordinances

a.

Peddlers, Transient Merchant and Solicitors

Smythe stated the city’s current ordinance does not address solicitors. The City Attorney
provided a sample ordinance from another city that addresses all three types of transient
merchants. While state law prohibits municipalities from requiring a permit for solicitors, the
city does have the authority to require registration and completion of a background check.
The sample ordinance outlines the criteria and review process for approval and denial of
registration and applications.

The template ordinance includes Mobile Food Units within the same category of transient
merchants. While the provisions are similar to the city’s current ordinance, the template also
includes additional registration requirements.

MOTION by Scott to recommend approval of Ordinance 2026-06, seconded by
Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Performance Standards — Streets

Smythe informed the Board that the current City Code references the Comprehensive Plan
for the definition of the classes of street types (i.e. collector street, arterial street, etc).
However, following the most recent update to the Comprehensive Plan, the definitions are
no longer included. Smythe stated that the City Code should be updated to define street
classifications and provide examples.

6. Next Meeting Date

a.

Monday, June 15, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
~ The board is scheduled to meet Monday, June 15, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.

7. Adjournment

a.

ATTEST

MOTION to adjourn by Schwinghammer, seconded by Scott, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m.
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