CLEARWATER CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MAY 11, 2026

. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance: 7:00 p.m. at City Hall

Mayor Lawrence called the Clearwater City Council to order Monday, May 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in
the Council Chambers. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Members present were Mayor Lawrence,
Council Members Schwinghammer, Crandall, Senn, and Everett. Also present were members of the
public, staff, and guests.

. Approval of Agenda

Staff requested to add two claims totaling $1,481.00 to the Consent Agenda.
MOTION by Schwinghammer to approve Agenda with addition of two claims to Consent Agenda,
seconded by Everett, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

. Wright County Sheriff’s Report

Lt. Erkens gave the annual sheriff’s report, noting the new format. He gave a summary and noted
variances from prior years. Overall, call activity is up in Clearwater as population has increased. There
has been more drug activity recently. He also noted a correction needed towards the end of the report.
He will send a corrected copy tomorrow.

Members asked about the difference between citizen calls and calls for service. Erkens explained that
citizen calls are when a local resident calls for assistance. Calls for service would include those but also
includes other types of calls, such as traffic calls, which are initiated by deputies.

Mayor Lawrence asked about a complaint that had been received stating certain businesses were
being targeted by deputies. Erkens stated that he checked into the date/time indicated on the
complaint and confirmed that the deputies were conducting normal traffic monitoring in the area and
not targeting a specific business.

Deputy Mire gave the monthly sheriff's report. He stated calls were similar to previous months. He
noted additional complaints about off-road vehicles.

Member Everett asked about crash history at the CSAH 75 intersection. Erkens stated he could check
into that but wasn’t sure what data they had. Administrator Smythe noted that some historical traffic
data is included in the MnDOT corridor study. She will send it to Member Everett. Engineer Kannas
asked how reports are made for various roadways. Erkens explained that the state system has changed
for reporting. The state would have data if state patrol responded to an incident and the county would
have different data if they responded. To compile statistics, you would now need to get data from
both places.

Public Forum

— Township resident John Austin stated he drives by Veterans Memorial Park every day and
questioned why the city is not flying the official state flag. He offered to donate a flag if cost is the
issue. He stated that when he first asked about this, he was not aware it had become a bit of a
political issue. Members noted that this is on the agenda for discussion as item 6(b).

. Consent Agenda

a. Claims/Accounts Payable in the Amount of $241,227.34 + $1,481.00 = $242,708.34
b. Approval of Minutes from 04-13-2026 Regular City Council Meeting

¢. Res 2026-23 — Accepting Donation for Library

d. Res 2026-24 — Accepting Donation from St. Cloud Rugby Team



e.

f.

Approving Waste Hauler Services Contract Amendment
Res 2026-27 — Approving Step Increase

MOTION by Crandall to approve Consent Agenda with added claims of $1,481.00, seconded by
Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Old Business

a.

Ord 2026-02 — Franklin Road Parking

Smythe explained the complaints from area residents and the purpose of the proposed ordinance.
She also noted that Lynden Township has declined to adopt this.

Members discussed the issue and stated that it would make the area safer. They also took note of
the fence in the city’s park that needed to be replaced last year along this curve due to a car that
hit it.

MOTION to approve by Crandall, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Res 2026-22 — Addressing Minnesota State Flag

Member Lawrence stated that she researched the history of the state flag and the legislation to
adopt the new flag. It was adopted, and there have been opportunities to repeal that have not
been successful. So, the official state flag is the new flag and the city should switch. However, she
agrees with the sentiments to save money and use up old stock on hand first.

Members discussed the political concerns and agreed the city does not want to be part of the
political discussion. The preference is for the state to make the decision.

Mr. Austin asked if the city would change to the new flag sooner if one was donated. Members
considered this. Lawrence pointed out that the flag in the Council Chambers would last a very long
time being that it is indoors and asked if he meant to replace the one in the Council Chambers. He
stated he would be willing to do that.

Members declined to adopt Resolution 2026-22.

MOTION by Lawrence to accept a donation to replace the state flag in the Council Chambers and
to replace the flag at Veterans Memorial Park with the new flag after existing inventory of the old
flag has been exhausted, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Approving Contract for CSAH 7 Project — Funding Participation and Construction

Kannas explained that this agreement is with Wright County to share the costs of construction of
the roundabout and other improvements at CSAH 7. Final details will be completed once they are
available from MnDOT and Wright County.

MOTION to approve by Lawrence, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Approving Contract for CSAH 7 Project — Engineering Services

Kannas explained that this agreement is to provide engineering and related services for the CSAH
7 project.

MOTION to approve by Everett, seconded by Crandall, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

. New Business
a.

Res 2026-28 — Special Event Permit — Disc Golf

Mayor Lawrence noted the handout with concerns from the Clearwater Estates Association.
Charlie Hutchinson explained the planned event schedule. The primary competition is August 14-
16 and there are other smaller skills events prior to that. Players from the pro tour arrive in waves
from other events. He stated there are 140 volunteers that assist and they anticipate around 3,000
attendees over the event dates. He noted they have moved the camping areas due to the ground
being too low and too wet, causing damage to the playing areas.

MOTION by Lawrence to approve Resolution 2026-28, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. MOTION
CARRIED.



Res 2026-25 — Special Event Permit — Heritage Festival

MOTION to approve by Everett, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Res 2026-26 — Certifying Lien for Unpaid Charges

MOTION to approve by Lawrence, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Change Order #1 - Splash Pad

Smythe explained the splash pad change order in the amount of $21,970.00, which is for extra
concrete sidewalks around the splash pad leading to the pavilion and parking lot areas for ADA
accessibility. It also includes pads for three benches around the splash pad.

MOTION to approve by Lawrence, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Ord 2026-03 — Amending City Council Compensation

MOTION to approve by Lawrence, seconded by Senn, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Ord 2026-04 — Amending Code of Conduct

MOTION to approve by Everett, seconded by Schwinghammer, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
Schedule Workshop with Legislators

Members offered up June 11t or June 25 as possible meeting dates, no earlier than 5:30 p.m.
Smythe will check with legislative assistants to see if either date works for Senator Holmstrom and
Representative McDonald.

. Committee Reports
a.

Mayor and Council (Reported out of order)

Mayor Lawrence reported that the next Wright County Mayors’ Association meeting is June 17t

in Montrose. Schwinghammer stated he may be able to attend.

Member Senn asked if Council Members will be in the Heritage Festival parade. Members do plan

to participate in the parade.

Boards

EDA —Scheduled to meet next week, may be cancelled due to lack of business items.

Sewer Authority - Meets May 21, 2026.

Planning Commission — Will be meeting next week.

Fire Commission — Met and discussed items for the fire contract. Townships will bring discussion

items back to their boards. Commission plans to meet again in the fall.

Park Commission — Did not meet due to the lack of a quorum.

Fire Relief Board — Plans to meet June 24, 2026.

Members noted that the city calendar on the website no longer shows the dates that the Lions

Pavilion is reserved. Asked staff to add these back to the calendar.

Staff

Smythe reported on the following:

e Reported that the farmer who had asked about leasing the Huber Ave property has withdrawn
the request.

¢ Reported that the Clearwater Rodeo has requested permission to use the Huber Ave property
for rodeo parking during their event in August, similar to last year.

e MOTION to approve by Senn, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

e Stated that several code enforcement letters have gone out in the last week so Members may
get calls.

e Noted that initial restoration work has been done along Spring Street.

e Reported that the initial findings from the forensic auditors for the Sewer Authority have found
some irregularities in the results, but no clear evidence of fraud. The irregular transactions in
question are for relatively minor dollar amounts. A final report is expected this summer.




¢ Noted that there is a second Change Order for the splash pad project, but the amount is below
$5,000. Smythe does not yet have the paperwork but will place this on Consent Agenda for the
next meeting.

¢ Reported that the Fire Chief intends to retire early next year when he reaches his 20 years of
service. Rather than a public posting, Smythe and Chief Keller would like to conduct an internal
process instead. They would identify and bring on a replacement this summer so the candidate
can train with Chief Keller before he retires. The internal process would include soliciting
feedback from department members, selecting and interviewing candidates, and making a
recommendation to the City Council. Members did not have any objections to this plan.

9. Other Business
a. Next Regular Meeting —June 8, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
— Next regular meeting date/time confirmed.

10. Adjournment
— MOTION to adjourn by Senn, seconded by Everett, all voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
— Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.
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